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(1932-2011)

Lojze Slak was born on the 23™ July 1932 in the village
Jordankal near Mirna Pec¢ in Dolenjska region. He spent his
youth mostly with his grandmother in the village Mali Kal,
where he got to know diatonic accordion; they were
inseparable ever since. At fifteen, he performed at a wedding
on his own for the first time. The year 1957 was a turning point
in his career: in the radio show Pokazi, kaj znas! (Show what you
know) he fascinated the audience as well as professional public.
Two years later he established the Brothers Slak Ensemble with
three of his brothers. In 1964, at one of his performances at the
Radio Ljubljana, he got acquainted with the vocal group Fantje
s Praprotna (The Boys from Praprotno) and one of the best and
most original Slovenian folk-pop ensembles was born.

Lojze had absolute pitch and he mastered diatonic accordion
to perfection. To become even more expressive, he invented
and added to diatonic accordion a special button known as
Slak’s button; thus he significantly contributed to the evolution
of the instrument. With his vast opus consisting of 32 LPs, 51
tapes, 34 CDs etc., and with his top-flight performance, he
brought folk-pop music reputation and value; many of his
compositions became widely popular and he continues to be a
matchless model for many young groups. For his creativity he
received numerous awards in Slovenia and abroad, among
them a national decoration of the highest rank, the Honorary
Order of Freedom of the Republic of Slovenia. He is an
honorary citizen of the municipality Mirna Pec.
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@1 THE PATH OF
SLAK'S AND PAVCEK'S

o Vool Tofo

Length 12,2 km

The difference in height 190 m

Walking time 3 h

o Hain sights

1 The beginning of the trail in Mirna
Pec in front of St. Kancijan
(Cantianus) church

2 The monument of the fighters killed
in National Liberation War in WW2

3 The birthplace of motorcycle racer
and pilot Ludvik Stari¢, the Flying
Carniolan

4 The sports ground with a log cabin

5 The home of family Barbo, the
house of Slak’s youth, the
monument of Lojze Slak

6 The church of the St. Assumpted
Virgin Mary in Hmeljci¢

7 Pavcek’s birthplace, the monument
of Tone Pavcek, memorial room,
the church of St. Jurij (George) in
Sentjuri]

8 The Elementary School of Tone
Pavcek

o

9 old borough core, old village core

@ natural values

® sacral monument

© Karst cave

@ wine-growing parts
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I ain sights
Lojze Slak
monument is a
stone pillar with a
bronze tablet with
the musician’s
portrait in relief.
The path leading
to the pillar
consists of 37
rounded concrete
paving stones,
distributed in the
same way as the
buttons on
diatonic accordion
with the famous
Slak’s button.

15°7'9.3"
45°51508" B

The stone pillar of
Tone Pavcek
monument
symbolizes his
attitude: he was a
man of a sterling
character. It bears a
bronze plague with
the poet’s portrait
in relief, and
leading to a nearby
lime tree is a path
consisting of 42
concrete paving
stones, matching
the number of
Pavcek’s published
WOrKks.

15° 6’ 23.5"
45° 52" 38.5"

The monuments were designed by architect Tomaz Slak in
collaboration with Leopold and Marija Mojca Pungercar; the
bronze portraits are made by sculptress Alenka Vidrgar.

(1928-2011)

Tone Paviek was born on the 291 September 1928 in Sentjurij near
Mirna Pec¢ in Dolenjska region. He attended the first class of
elementary school in Mirna Pe¢ but continued his schooling at the
Marianum in Ljubljana. The maelstrom of the Second World War
brought him back to his birthplace where he always loved to return.
In Ljubljana he finished grammar school, and in 1954 he graduated
from law. He worked as a journalist at the newspapers Ljubljanski
dnevnik and Ljudska pravica, as an editor at the broadcast station
RTV Slovenija, he was director of Mladinsko gledalisce (The Youth
Theatre) in Ljubljana, president of the Slovene Writers' Association,
until his retirement in 1990 chief editor of the publishing house
Cankarjeva zalozba and until his death a regular member of the
Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts. He showed political
courage on the 8™ May 1989, in the mass protest rally at the square
Kongresni trg in Ljubljana, where he read the May Declaration,
claiming a sovereign state of the Slovenian nation.

He became an indelible part of Slovenian literary history in 1953, as
a co-author of the collection of poems Pesmi stirih (Poems of the
Four), together with Janez Menart, Ciril Zlobec and Kajetan Kovic.
All the time he tirelessly wrote poetry, often for children; he
translated and wrote essays. He is an honorary citizen of the city
municipalities Novo mesto and Ljubljana and the municipality
Mirna Pec, and the elementary school in Mirna Pec is named after
him. The great master of Slovenian language received many
awards and orders for his work; among them the highest Slovenian
award in culture, PreSeren award.




